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THis MAY come as 
Rei to some readers of this 
“column. It did to me a 
=~ “Che,” the 20th. entuty 
oe movie about the late rev- 
amram Olutionary 
Che Gucvara 


cause of raili- 
“tant outrage, finally enjoyed. 
an” uninterrupte ad sereening 
‘Thursday night at the 2Ist 


Eerocsrscomitores some cmb 


“St. Att Theater on Miami. 


Beach. fae 
* ‘After all the prote Sts} 
Z, aules, violence aud eorted tic 


‘speeches (and one man res. _ 


ceatly pulled a gun on a 
easter accordiig to one po- 
ticd report), I expacted to see 
“gigftist orlented film slority iy 
ing Che, or at least a picturd 
that took a neateal (safle) po- 
sition, passing over Che's 

many sins {fa “tho hopes of 
avoiding conirever sy. . 

Ironically, and to ‘ny utter 
astonishment, “Che” 
see at all. 

"Fe SO HAPPENS that the 
filmi takes a very severe viev 
ofthe Jate revolutionary, 
evéa to bs tho point of ae 
unfair: and historically ina 
curate et times, Far eons 
‘showing Che as an intelligent 
and noble fighter for free- 
doni, it presents him ag a 


man with couraga aad ideals 


wiio goes sour very early in 
ithe: Ca od era, and. who 
eventually t becomes a vicious, 
‘siupid, hypocritical and-sul- 
‘Gidal psycopath. 
is: According to “Che; " Gua. 
‘vara was responsible for the 
*friitalit ty and terror that first 
Lappear red ‘during Castro's 
zetay in the mountains of Or- 
rients province, when hapless 
_guérillas Were shot right and 
“Teft on the flimsiest ‘pretext, 
2: ACCORDING TO “Che, 


yand this I suspect is a bit un- 


ty 
Sur 
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r we eu fa | which has not 
e been avie to 
PRaview play’ South 

oe Florida bee 


pleke 


js not: 
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wee fet pene pee per te tear mae Ee "I 
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Jack Balance 


aes a3 Fidel Castro 


power in ee. Castro is- 
seen rather comically run- 
ning around raking speeches 
while C Cha sits bacle and ccol- 
Aye orders murder after raur- 


aoa ete ai Ro ee 


des, 

According to “Che, ie Gue? 
vara insulted the Russians, 
nearly provoked an all-out. 
nuclear war, and even urged 
a horsified Castro to shoot 
Russian: teoops ‘and seize 
Russian niissile installations. - 

Re the dete Gue- 
ne “was "stupid, eotist 
brutal, end! arrogant. iptor: 
ing his own handbook’ on 
guerilla warfate, Cho ‘bullied 
and robbed the peasants. In. 


_ his language, Che became a 


fish without a sea. 
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WHY. KE MUCH of th 
‘ture is flawed for str uctural - 
‘raasons, the end of the film 


is quite good. Using a dit of 
deawiatter license, tha filra- 
makers have Che confronted 


“fpy an old saan who has ber 


itrayed Guevara. to CIA: 


trained troops. ; 
2 -The ofd man ‘Ys asked why ~ 
he betrayed Che. He answers: 
that nobody consulied Idina 
about the war. ‘Free me 
from what?” he says.’ He 
adds that ha dcesn’t want el- 
‘ther side around his village. 
tho gunfire frightens his 
oats, They w ‘on't produ 
mie 
“Artistically, “Che” is not 
“unintellig ent and dees rather 
swell it in handling an extreme: 
ly controversiat historical - 
figure. The film ‘shows Che 
as an idealist who becams 
obsessed with violence, 2 
reasonable, - enough state. 
ment. 
It also shows t that while ho 


pecame too obsessed with - 


the means and not ths sia 
at on? time at least he brave 

ly fought to vid the world of 
men lie the Cuben dictatoz 
Fulgsncio Batista. 

UNE ORLUNATELY the 
makers wtilize flashbacks ant 
flashbacks within fla 
Excitenent, dramatic iapec 
continuity, momentum are ail. 
lost. 

Omar Sharif, as Che, gives 
an interesting performance, 
although he's tao passive and 
‘not nearly, as sinister as ha 
might ba. Jack P ean as 
Castro, is better. He secins to 
have studied: Castco"s epeak- 
ing style and mannerising 
and looks: remarkably: like 
the Cuban dictator. 
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Ha A Re two problems 
t have ncthing to do with 


nudic theater wher 
ers run skin : 
This is very per 
surcly tho operators 


atlers. 
nie ants 


are 


", aware that “Cha” is attract. 


ing a different audience. 
Also, the theater is inads- 
quate -~ tho’ sound: is B NEE, 
bad, ; 
Itis p aitpath the 3 
gost irony, & nd Cahn en 
eloquent comment against 
censorship, that for all thes 
local anti-Cas- 
itroites, ond anti-Ches have 
én blocking a movie that 
happens to bs very cosa to 
their own, point of view. 
~lVHINK L know why. 
‘Many’ neonle, Americans. and 
especially those who indght 
have lived under.a cultucally 


. repressing autocratic govern: 


ment, are not faraitiar with 
ithe style and’ 
contemporary fim, 
I suspect that many of the 
“militanta who've protested 
“Che” have done so. because 
they thought if would be like 
“The Jim Thorpe Story” or 
Audie Murphy’s film biogra- 
phy, “To Hell And, Back,” 
namely highly favorable and 
itl: attering to the main charac- 
‘ter. 
But they don’t make films 


that way “anyraore, Even 
“Patton,” a film about a 


hugely ‘popular American 
general who . helped win: 


World War II, shes wed many 
negative faccts to Patton’s 
character and life. we 


eporoach of 


